
Agency: US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Bureau: Forest Service

Application Deadline: June 1, 2023 Max Award: $50 million

Description Created under the Inflation Reduction Act, the Urban and Community Forestry
Program provides funding for activities that increase equitable access to the
urban tree canopy, broaden community engagement, and improve community
and urban forest resilience.

Urban and Community Forestry Program
PCFO IGAP Grant Snapshot

April 18, 2023

Eligible Recipients State government entity
Local government entity
Agency or governmental entity of the District of Columbia
Agency or governmental entity of a US Territory
Federally Recognized Tribes, Alaska Native Corporations/villages, and Tribal
organizations
Non-profit organizations
Public and State-controlled institutions of higher education
Community-Based Organizations

Matching Grant
Requirements

There is a 50% non-federal matching requirement, which may include allowable
and allocable in-kind contributions (i.e., personnel salary, fringe, and indirect
costs; services, materials, supplies, equipment donations; and volunteer
assistance), and private and public (non-federal) monetary contributions. 

Match may be waived for proposals that deliver 100% of the funding/program
benefits to disadvantaged communities.

Eligible Projects
Increased and equitable access to urban tree canopy and associated human
health, environmental, and economic benefits in disadvantaged
communities
Broadened community engagement in local urban forest planning, tree
planting, and management activities
Improved community and urban forest resilience to climate change,
extreme heat, forest pests and diseases, and storm events through best
management and maintenance practices

Proposed projects should align with the following goals: 
1.

2.

3.



 

State and local government
Homeowner associations
Private lands
Tribal/Alaska native corporation (includes Trust lands)

Foster community engagement in urban forest planning, planting, and
management, especially those in disadvantaged communities
Protect, enhance, and expand equitable urban tree canopy cover
Encourage long-term urban forest planning, assessment, and management
Advance the use of tree and forest inventories, monitoring, and assessment
tools in priority areas
Provide paid training experiences for urban forestry crews to establish and
maintain urban forests into the future

Research
Construction and capital improvements
Land acquisition
Cost-share, reimbursement, and other payment provided directly to private
landowners
Small business start-up funding
Equipment purchase

Eligible Lands
Eligible applicants may apply for funding for a project to be conducted on non-
Federal lands such as:

Examples of eligible activities include: 

To view a longer list of example activities, visit the US Forest Services FAQ Page. 

Examples of ineligible activities include: 

New or Existing
Program

New

Tips for Being
Competitive

The Urban and Community Forestry program is a covered program under the
Justice40 Initiative. To advance the mission of Justice40, proposals that
deliver 40% of the benefits of IRA investments through established
partnerships with local organizations working to support disadvantaged
communities experiencing low tree canopy and environmental injustice will
receive priority consideration.

Labor Requirements Under the proposal evaluation criteria Capability and Capacity, USDA will
evaluate how the proposed project addresses “Key personnel (including
partners/contractors) have the training opportunities, skills, expertise, and
relationships required to complete the work and achieve stated results; hired
personnel include union labor, living wage paying jobs.”

Agency Contact SM.FS.UCF_IRA@usda.gov

https://iraucfgrants.urbanandcommunityforests.org/help/faq/eligible-uses-of-funding


Upcoming Events April 25, 2023 at 2:00PM ET: Urban and Community Forestry Inflation
Reduction Act Webinar

Webinar recordings will be posted to the Urban and Community Forestry
Program Page. 

Partners Required USDA recommends partnerships, especially with organizations that serve
disadvantaged communities. Applicants that include contributing partners
must clearly describe the relationship between the applicant and the
“partner(s).” Partner organizations from disadvantaged communities must be
full partners in the project. A letter of commitment is required to be submitted
by each contributing partner. 

Total Allocation $1 billion

Anticipated Award
Date

Not stated

Resources Online Grant Portal - USDA 
Urban and Community Forestry Program Page - USDA 
Notice of Funding Opportunity - USDA 
Grant Opportunity - Grants.gov 
Frequently Asked Questions - USDA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusfs.zoomgov.com%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FvJItd--qqzosGkQg4dIrg4f2F-QXv8_YFmw&data=05%7C01%7C%7C271520031d3a42c8ab0b08db3f42ceda%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638173328402325594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WBePoDkzKYMmnR%2B8EPYFh86Wp2LbGYTB2EQMj79jeHo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests
https://iraucfgrants.urbanandcommunityforests.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests
https://www.fs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/UCF-IRA-NOFO-04122023.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=346892
https://iraucfgrants.urbanandcommunityforests.org/help/faq/eligible-uses-of-funding

