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Key Takeaways

● There are four grant types that communities can apply to:
○ Resilience Planning
○ Resilience Grants (encompasses 3 grant types)

■ Resilience Improvements
■ Community Resilience and Evacuation Routes
■ At-Risk Coastal Infrastructure

● PROTECT grant funds can only be used for activities that are primarily for the purpose
of resilience. If there are other elements of a project that are not resilience-related,
these elements must have other funding sources.

● Matching requirements for Resilience Grants may be reduced if a State DOT or MPO
has an eligible Resilience Improvement Plan.



PROTECT Discretionary Grant Program Overview

Grant Types

Program Funding and Award Sizes



Eligibility

Eligible Facilities for All Grant Types

Eligible Applicants

Planning, Resilience Improvement, and Community Resilience and Evacuation
Route Grants



At-Risk Coastal Infrastructure Grants

Set-Asides

Cost Sharing/Matching



Resilience Improvement Plan Overview

- By having an existing plan that meets all of the requirements for a Resilience
Improvement Plan, you can reduce the matching requirements for Resilience Grants

Match Discount with a Resilience Improvement Plan

Incremental Costs / Combining Funding Sources

- Project activities must be focused on resilience. Project elements that are not
resilience-related must have other funding sources.

Eligible Activities



Planning Grants: Eligible Activities

Resilience Improvement Grants: Eligible Activities

Example: Resilience Improvement Project

- Climate projection data is used to model future precipitation and flooding risks.



Example: Resilience Improvement Project

- This example illustrates how the PROTECT Program can cover the incremental costs of
resilience measures only. PROTECT funds cannot be used for other infrastructure costs,
even though they are related to the same project

Community Resilience & Evacuation Grants: Eligible Activities



Example: Community Resilience & Evacuation Project

At-Risk Coastal Infrastructure Grants: Eligible Activities

Example: At-Risk Coastal Infrastructure Project



Eligible Project Costs

Limitations

Application Process and Review

Elements of Application Review

- Eligibility Review: Initial screening based on statutory eligibility criteria
- Benefit Cost Analysis Rating: Will assign a rating of high, medium-high, medium,

medium-low, or low



Merit Criteria Rating

Merit Criteria for Planning Grants*



Overall Application Rating: Planning Grants

- Detailed rating criteria can be found on page 38 of the NOFO

Priority Considerations: Planning Grants

Merit Criteria for Resilience Grants



Overall Application Rating: Resilience Grants

Priority Considerations: Resilience Grants



Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) Requirements

Application Process

- Forms are available at
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-mandatory-family.html

Available Resources
● FHWA PROTECT Program Fact Sheet
● Notice of Funding Opportunity (April 2023 NOFO)

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-mandatory-family.html
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/promote.cfm
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=347585


● Grant Application Checklists: Available at the NOFO link under the “Related Documents”
tab

● FHWA PROTECT Resource List:
○ FHWA Resources
○ Climate and Hazard Data Resources
○ BCA Resources
○ Other Grant Resources

All resources are also available through:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/

FHWA Sustainability and Resilience Resouces

- There is over 15 years of FHWA resilience work available on the FHWA website. These
resources can help you as you prepare your application materials.

Contact Information
● PROTECT website: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/
● PROTECT Discretionary Grant website:

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/
○ Awards will be posted here and on grants.gov

● Email Notifications: Sign up at Grants.gov
● PROTECT email address: PROTECTdiscretionary@dot.gov

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=347585
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/resources/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=347585

